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Lego Braille Bricks

The IPaSS Teaching Team have begun to use
the LEGO Braille Bricks with some pupils who
are in the early stages of learning Braille.
The LEGO® Braille Bricks concept is a playbased methodology that teaches braille
to children who are blind or have a visual
impairment.
Each brick in the LEGO® Braille Bricks toolkit
retains its iconic form, but unlike a regular
LEGO® brick, the studs are arranged to
correspond to numbers and letters in the
Braille alphabet. Each brick shows the printed
version of the symbol or letter, allowing sighted
and blind children to play and learn together
on equal terms. This ingenious combination
of features opens up a whole new world of
playful learning that teaches children Braille in
an enjoyable and tactile environment.
With thousands of audio books and computer
programs on the market today, fewer young
people are learning Braille. Yet, individuals with
blindness or impaired vision all over the world
rely on Braille to work, study and enjoy their
daily lives to the fullest. This simplistic but highly
practical educational tool will teach a range
of skills needed to thrive.
Information sourced from: https://www.
legobraillebricks.com/about
Facebook: LEGO Braille Bricks Community

VICTAR Christmas card and decoration competition
Sienna-Rose
really enjoyed
making her
beautiful
Christmas card
at Fenchurch
Street Nursery
for VICTA
Christmas card
competition

Sienna–Rose
decorated this lovely
salt-dough Christmas
decoration made
by Fenchurch Street
Nursery Staff. She
enjoyed sprinkling
glitter on to make it
sparkly.
She also recieved this
Braille Christmas Tree
card from Sarah, her TA

Jacob enjoying riding his new trike this
summer

Olivia painted
the circles for
the snowman,
hat and scarf
and finger
painted the
buttons and
snowflakes
to make
this lovely
Christmas
card’

@
Following the lockdown, Sirius Academy West
– IPaSS Resource Base reopened for another
year. With some staff and students identified
as vulnerable, the base was divided into
bubbles. Alongside this, the Resource Base
has also had to work around cases of selfisolation and therefore adapt to working
online, which at times has been challenging!
Despite these ongoing changes, our staff
and students have continued to work to their
full potential and show a positive attitude to
learning.
As five of our students progress into KS4, staff have developed resources and programmes to
ensure that pupils can access the curriculum. A bespoke curriculum, which includes Life Skills,
I.T. and intervention strategies such as Maths Language, has been developed for one of our
students to make sure their needs are met during their transition into Year 10 and beyond. A
dictionary containing sign graphics of Science core vocabulary is also underway to support the
Year 11s throughout their GCSEs.
In accordance with this year’s Teaching and Learning Priorities, our staff have gone above
and beyond to ensure our students achieve excellence in their literacy. Following her return
to school, Darcie struggled with her spellings and had little confidence in her writing. Darcie
attended spelling interventions with staff and took it upon herself to read her favourite books
independently. Returning to school, Darcie achieved full marks in her spelling test and has even
gone on to write a short story for a competition promoted by ITV. Well done and good luck
Darcie!
Students continue to flourish with British Sign
Language, especially Jordan who achieved
his Level 2 in British Sign Language and
finally received his certificate in February
after a long wait! Congratulations to Jordan
and thank you to our Deaf Instructors for
their amazing work.
And finally, our student shout-outs:
Congratulations to Leon, Oliver and
Ahmed for 100% attendance this term.
Also, a special mention to Leona, who
despite having to work from home for 2
weeks, displayed resilience and constant
enthusiasm towards her online support
sessions with staff. Brilliant work Leona!

Mason is mastering
AQAs

Mason (pictured) is recieving his 1st AQA certificate for
’Induction to fingerspelling in BSL’ which he completed
earlier this year.
We are currently working on AQA Mathematics, money
and An induction to numbers in BSL (1-50) this term for his
2nd and 3rd AQA in due course .

St. Mary’s purchasing window masks
Many hearing impaired students are struggling to communicate
with their peers during break and lunchtime with the introduction
of face coverings in Secondary schools across Hull. Students are
asked to wear a face covering whilst indoors. Many hearing
impaired young people have reported that they find listening very
difficult when people are wearing facemasks, as they are unable
to lip-read or see facial expressions. This situation is made even
more impossible when background noise is present in communal
areas across the school. Many hearing impaired students have
reported feeling isolated with the introduction of facemasks. St
Mary’s College have purchased facemasks with a clear panel in, these will be given to close
friends of deaf students in the school. The clear panel facemasks will allow the hearing impaired
students better access to conversations and allow them to participate in discussions.
Fantastic work St. Mary’s!

Parents as partners: get involved with your local deaf
children’s services
The Hull and East Riding Children’s Hearing Services Group
(CHSWG) need your help! We need parents/carers of deaf
children to become involved in the group and have their
say on supporting deaf children.
The National Deaf Children’s Society (NDCS) are running an
online Parent as Partner’s workshop on Saturday 16 January
2021, 10am - 11.30am. This will give you more information
about joining the group. Please see the link
https://www.ndcs.org.uk/our-services/our-events/eventsfor-parents-carers-and-families/parents-as-partners/
If you are interested in joining the next online CHSWG meeting please contact Jessica Allen at
Jessica.allen@hullcc.gov.uk

Contact us
At IPaSS we love to share good ideas around and think that parents
would like to do the same and help each other by recommending
products or places they’ve found to be particularly accessible,
enjoyable or useful for their children. Please send in any of your
recommendations and we’ll print them in future newsletters!
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