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Welcome to the 
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IPaSS held our first 
Support Technology 
Day on Thursday 28th 
November at the 
Endeavour Learning 
and Skills Centre in Hull.  
We had many specialist 
organisations present, 
all of whom contributed 
to a fantastic day!

IPaSS Technology 
and Support Day

continued inside



IPaSS Technology 
and Support Day

The event began at 12:00pm with our interim head of service, Jan Kingston, welcoming everyone 
and signposting the many different suppliers of equipment, support professionals and IPaSS teams 
that were on hand to answer questions.  We then had a presentation by Marcus from Cricksoft, 
demonstrating the way that Clicker 7 can be used by our children and young adults to record 
their work.  This was followed by a talk by Rebecca Irwin, a Hull University Student currently 
studying Social Work.  Rebecca had been supported by IPaSS throughout her school career.  
She is an amazing young lady who is proof that with the right attitude and support, people with 
disabilities can achieve their goals in life. 
The National Deaf Childrens Society (NDCS) gave a practical demonstration of equipment 
and the examples of the difficulties deaf children and young people experience.  The NDCS 
interactive activities were enhanced by the use of the Juno system, kindly lent to us by FrontRow, 
enabling a live demonstration of their equipment that we utilize in schools.
We would like to thank all of you that were able to attend.  We shall be arranging another event 
in July 2020 and will again send invitations to you with details in the Spring term.



Olivia and Darcie, two year 6 pupils attended 
a day in Bradford, to learn about their 
cochlear implants and their hearing losses. 
The pupils engaged in a number of activities 
looking at how the ear works, making a 
diagram of this. The pupils looked at an 
audiogram to help them understand the 
different pitches/frequencies they hear and 

the volumes of these sounds. The pupils then 
plotted their audiogram prior to implantation 
and then compared it to their latest 
audiograms. They then looked at how the 
cochlear implant changed the working of the 
cochlear allowing them to hear sounds. The 
pupils made a diagram of this. Pupils learned 
the names of the parts of their implants so 
they can, in future, request the necessary 
replacement parts, therefore developing 
their ownership of their hearing and their 
technology. This was a fantastic opportunity 
for the two girls who attended. They also had 
the opportunity to meet other pupils with 
cochlear implants.  Darcie and Olivia are now 
friends and say they will keep in touch.

Clicker Success
for Ameen

Day at the Listening for Life 
Centre

Ameen is starting to use Clicker 7 on 
a laptop for extended writing. This has 
increased his confidence and participation 
in writing tasks. Keep up the great work, 
Ameen!

The Local Offer website provides information and advice for people 
0-25 with special educational needs and/or disabilities in Hull. 

Website:  hull.mylocaloffer.org
Email:  LocalOffer@hullcc.gov.uk
Tel:   01482 300 300
Facebook:  The Local Offer Hull
Twitter:  @LocalOfferHull

The Local 
Offer Hull



Isobel is a symbol cane user who attended a local college. She undertook transition training 
to university between February and July. During this training Isobel worked on symbol cane 
use, train travel, route building and using technology to travel independently in new places. 
Isobel developed her understanding of the route between her accommodation and the main 
campus buildings, this involved crossing major roads and traveling across a busy city centre. 
She also worked very hard on the skills required for independent train travel and for seeking 
assistance from members of the public. 

Habilitation Training

Lauren attended a local college and undertook transition training to university between March 
and July. During this training Lauren worked hard on bus travel skills and on route building 
skills around the main campus. Lauren developed her ability to travel to and from university 
and to navigate around the university campus independently. Lauren has previously worked 
on independent living skills, bus and train travel, route building, using technology to travel 
independently and road crossing skills. These skills have enabled Lauren to travel independently 
and to be confident when shopping and in busy environments.

In September some of our Visually Impaired students undertook the daunting transition to local 
colleges, apprenticeships and universities. These students have worked very hard over the years 
to achieve their full potential and have been able to achieve high levels of independence. 
Below are some of the experiences the students had and the habilitation skills they developed 
in order to be as independent as possible. 

Isobel takes the train

Lauren

“I found my mobility training really helpful. It was useful and I learnt a skill I’m going to have to 
use for the rest of my life, so it was really helpful having that helping hand and guidance. It also 
relived some stress as there was a lot of factors moving to university, but doing the mobility training 
on trains and managing to go to Sheffield was a great experience and really helpful for me, and 
then when I did move it was a few less things to worry about. It also gave me a lot of the freedom I 
wanted at university and it’s great how much it helped me.” (Isobel).



Sam is a long cane user who attended a local secondary school. He undertook transition 
training to an apprenticeship in July. During his transition Sam worked hard on knowing the 
routes around town and to and from his apprenticeship. He was able to develop a good 
understanding of the buildings layout and the different departments using his previously 
developed mental mapping skills. Sam has previously worked on independent living skills, bus 
travel, route building, road crossing and long cane skills. These skills have enabled Sam to travel 
and move about independently and to be confident when in busy areas and when shopping. 

Sam

Laiyla-Rose and Sienna-Rose are both developing their early movement skills well. They have 
regular sessions with a member of the Habilitation team and are both up and moving! 
Laiyla-Rose is currently working on learning the layout of her home and is keen to walk and 
explore as independently as possible. She is able to crawl and keen to climb. She enjoys action 
songs and movement activities. 
Sienna-Rose is working on developing her confidence with her walking skills. She is keen to 
explore her home and can crawl to find things she enjoys. She enjoys songs and is developing 
her climbing skills well.

Laiyla-Rose 
and 
Sienna-Rose

“As a visually impaired person I never expected to be able to access an apprenticeship however, 
that’s exactly what I’ve done (somehow). My transition into employment has been fairly smooth 
aside from the usual IT issues which is to be expected whenever starting somewhere new. Initially I 
thought mobility could be a problem however, after receiving mobility training I am able to access 
the workplace and surrounding areas. None of this would be possible without the support I have 
received from IPaSS and I owe them big time for the support I’ve received. I now feel transitioned 
into the world of work.” (sam).

“My transition sessions to university were so useful. I am independent around the university and 
after bus travel sessions, I can now travel to and from university independently. Shopping and life 
skills, such as buying drinks and shopping skills, also helped in and around university in the shops 
and cafes.”  (Lauren)



A small group of hearing impaired children attended The Deep for their quiet day in 
September. They were able to access all areas in a multi-sensory  approach, touching 
the fish, watching the Penguins being fed, feeling the ice wall etc. These sessions were 
supported with British Sign Language. The children were fascinated!
 David Webb, our Deaf Instructor, supported Justin throughout the visit explaining 
the various displays. It was a very positive visit for Justin to be with a Deaf role model, 
supporting his Deaf Identity. 

fin

Quiet Day 
at 

The Deep



Puzzle Time

Braille Challenge
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Colour the dots to write your name in Braille



Oakfield School Site
220 Hopewell Road,
Hull,
HU9 4HD

Tel:   01482 318 400
Minicom: 01482 318 406
email:  ipass@hullcc.gov.uk
Website: www.ipass.org.uk

Habilitation Specialist – Teaching Mobility and Orientation and 
Independent Living Skills to Visually Impaired Children and 
Young People.

I have worked for IPaSS for just over 10 years

I previously worked as a Teaching Assistant for Visual Impaired 
students and have worked in Curriculum Support creating large 
print and braille resources.

I really enjoy working with VI students to help develop their 
skills and independence. I have a varied role and enjoy the 
fact that I can be doing several different things in one day. I 
particularly like teaching train/bus travel and long cane skills.

I think IPaSS is good at working together to make sure students 
get the best support possible. Being able to work closely with 
the different teams means issues can be dealt with quickly 
when they arise.

At IPaSS we love to share good ideas around and think that parents 
would like to do the same and help each other by recommending 
products or places they’ve found to be particularly accessible, 
enjoyable or useful for their children. Please send in any of your 
recommendations and we’ll print them in future newsletters!

Meet the Team

Kate

I enjoy reading, yoga and swimming when I have free time.

I would like to travel more and see as much of the world as possible. 
At work I would like to be able to help as many students as possible achieve their maximum 
level of independence and potential. 

Free Wheelchair Skills Event
 In Beverley 

12th January 10:30am-2:30pm

A chance to learn skills, become more 
independent and meet other young wheelchair-
users. Additional wheelchairs provided for family 

members to join in. Suitable from 2 years upwards.

Longcroft School and Sixth Form College, 
Burton Road, Beverley, East Riding of Yorkshire, 

HU17 7EJ
Email training@gokidsgo.org.uk or Tel 01482 887163Please bring a packed lunch


